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Abstract: Objective To elucidate the anti-hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) effect and immunoregulatory mechanism of the main active
components of Cinobufacini (Huachansu) , including bufalin, cinobufagin, bufotalin, cinobufotalin and resibufogenin, using in vitro and in

vivo models. Methods (D In vitro: Human Huh7 and mouse

Hepal-6 HCC cells were treated with individual components.

[F40 H ] ERK A REHEI 4 H (82222074, 82074154) 5 I Cell viability was assessed using the Cell Counting Kit-8
/@:Fﬁ%’l Ko R4 T R BRI H (235G38) ; (CCK-8) assay. DNA damage and y-histone H2A variant X (y-

BHEPRAA T (2020 4F ) 5 [ 5K Hp B 2555 18R i3 7K F H2AX) expression were analyzed using DNA quantification
EFI [E %E }f_:?‘ %*4‘@1& i B (ZYYZDXK-2023060) s (ﬁ fﬁ |:':| = kits, comet assays, immunofluorescence, and Western blot.
Il P 5 A S35 15 H (20D22272200) A co-culture system of tumor cell (Huh7, Hepal-6)
[VEZ A ] G0 &, R0 L 5 N PG R 25 4 B supernatant and macrophages (human THP-1, mouse
VTGS T4 RAW264.7) was established. Western blot and enzyme-linked

immunosorbent assay (ELISA) were used to measure protein

SRR | A, E B, WA S , |
expression of the cyclic GMP-AMP synthase (cGAS) -
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stimulator of interferon genes (STING) signaling pathway and the levels of downstream cytokines. 2 In vivo: An orthotopic Hepal-6 HCC

model was established in C57BL/6 mice. Mice were treated with individual components (n=5) to verify validate tumor suppression via the

¢GAS-STING pathway. Results

@ In vitro: Bufalin, cinobufagin, bufotalin and cinobufotalin significantly induced DNA damage,

promoted y-H2AX expression, activated the ¢cGAS-STING pathway in macrophages and enhanced interferon-B (IFN-B) secretion. @ In

vivo: These components activated the ¢cGAS-STING pathway, secreted IFN-B, and significantly inhibited tumor growth. Conclusion

Bufalin, cinobufagin, bufotalin, and cinobufotalin inhibit HCC growth by activating the ¢GAS-STING signaling pathway through

immunoregulation, supporting their potential as immunotherapeutic strategies.
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JHF 240 8 2 4 B T PN 2 7S R L B
TERREAH SCFET R R i 2 8103 =" DR e b1 12
W AT (LU SRR AT 7 it 25, LA S E 2k
RMER R, FERETE AR, 5 FAEFRMUN
30% . L, T & IR SR8 7E JE I . AR
Sk, 30 g R4 T R TR P A5 e R MR T BN AR
ST RWE 2 B T 7 O, W I R YT SR TR
JN i

P45 A0 5 73 T 1553 (DAMPs ) 52 48 16 40 g 351 43
g N P 7 AR B PR S, BRI T e R 4L
o R BTI JELAAE  re Ioh R 6 Se R ME maE  M fe gE
S b A A 1 5 1R R B B R 2 XU
DNA (dsDNA) 73 F 5t & —FhE 21 DAMP, K3
dsDNA DA 2 $5% 14 240 e v R8¢ 5 0 4 B 411 , 4 208 30 e
S L 25 L 3o 5 A M AR L, 2F A 4 M S B 6
I M N 0 PR S - IR A B (cyclic GMP-
AMP synthase, cGAS) 255 o cGAS JE 41 g N Fr =7
DNA A2 4% , RERS UL I 25 A 4 i oy Wbk A o
dsDNA , 435 W40 cGAS- It 28 5 K3 5 1
(stimulator of interferon genes, STING) {5 5 i i , 51
BT L A, DU Jed S g2 SO0 o

¢GAS-STING i % f& Fi ¢GAS STING DA K T ¥iif
15550 F 4L B A5 538 [, 8 51 T s o, 7 e s
SN T R A S HEAE DU LA bR fe g W LA
FI X cGASTHAIDNA J& AL A i — A5
¥ iR IR R (cyclic GMP-AMP, cGAMP) . [
J& , cGAMP 5 STING 25 & I G % 1, B L iR
fE STING (p-STING) . p-STING ZE45 FIi G TANK 45
AU 1 (TBK 1), fil & T4 = 8755 A+ 3(IRF-3) Y
Bt XU TR R AR T BT R KL,
Jet B R S BT IR G g 2, Rk S E B A D RE
ST I G R R VA A S 4 A W T
JBT, B8] 5 cGAS-STING {5538 B 16 1 , A 2

AWTER BRI T E 7

2121 2 ( Cinobufacini/Huachansu ) 52 MUE i
Bl sh ¥ vh A8 KW 15 (Bufo bufo gargarizans Cantor) o¥,
SRR ¥ 1% (Bufo melanostictus Schneider) 72 BUAY 1
FEoT I BT ORI S B SRR SR AL, B
TE WS T 8 e I 9 2 SRR A Al BT R T
N AR SR BN A R DA B R
(bufalin, BUF) . #& & 35 ¥ (cinobufagin, CBG) . IE=H
Y R (bufotalin, BFTL) . #£ 1& % & R (cinobufotalin,
CBFL) il I W 1 it 5 (resibufogenin, RBFG) Jy 83
MWERENEER LAY . CAMGESR I, RIER
X i 9eA 40 LA 200 A AT DL R
0 DNA 534551 (0 H 2 5 g SR 5 11 i 2 ML 1
A GEATERE T B — D ] . AT AR
PR AN S 00 R T AR i 3R 0 M i A3 O VR
DL AR 23T HIL , 5 78 BT 0 S e ity T 4
PESZRARE
1 HRSTE
1.1 A4
111 gife AR AnMIpE Huh7 /) BUHE 40 i bk
Hepal-6 . A\ 5 A% 41 il Ak THP-1 F1 /)N B 05 41 i i
RAW264.7 ¥ A 245 2§ 1L
1.1.2 Egzn4 25 H 4 ik SPF i C57BL/6
ANBR T B Gt e A AR S Sh W) BOR AT BR A
) P VERTIE S - SYXK (5T) 2022-0052, B4l
FHVFRTIES : SYXK (91)2025-0008, SEH AT 7 d, &
THRIE 22 °C JRJE 55% .12 h ARSI A T id i Pk
T L] A R AR A AR R S AR K . A Bl s
7 AT g 2GR AR TR Dy ot v (fE 3t
WS :PZSHUTCM220725011)
113 24 53 kR DR R IG Bl 1 7
FE(DMEM) B 45 /K - WA S 28 8 AT 58 BT 1640 15 57
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L (RPMI-1640) 5 %5 2 /558 Z VW B-Fi sk L1
IR ER 22 vhif (PBS) JBEE/ £ — V0 £ 1% (EDTA ) 1K
W 4% 2 2 WS %5 W (AL 5 43 51 Sk CSPoo6 |
GP211004, DD2403028, CSP005., ZQ-1300, 0103,
CSP194) , Lifg I A AE MR A BR A 7 5 iR 4R 1
IE (4L FBS500-S) , ¥ K | . AusGeneX 723 H] ;
BUF. CBG . BFTL, CBFL, RBFG (k5 43 %I iy HY-
N0877. HY-N0421, HY-N0878., HY-N0880. HY-
N0815) , 3 [E MedChemExpress 23 7] 3 241 ifd 11 %038 5
& (CCK-8, L5 : A311-01) , g 5t U5 e R A W BL B I
%A RS W) 3 28 6 dsDNA & =ik 0 & (3t 5 .
17650) , FE[E AAT Bioquest 23 7] ; DNA $53 475 46 134571
& (DO (5 . C2037S) , g%~ KAEY)
FAR AR A PR R —aEmT R (BCA) 8 1 il 7
& B TR ME (Marker) |5 905 DT TE IR B
(RIPA) L0 | 2 11 B ) 550 (A6 43 00 ok 2102,
WJ103.PC101 .GRF101), -V Fk A ) 2= 25 FBHE AT
B2 ] 5 9 1 310 161 5910 (L5 4906837001) , 7 [
Merck 2y ) 3 B m — 8 £ K5 (PVDF) I (it 5 .
IPVH00005) , 3 [E Millipore 2\ ) 5 % #8518 98 Ak 27
KIC(ECL) Y (L5 - u10012) , MBI AE
YR A B2 A 5 £ R S8 R & L Western blot
v- 20 11 H2A 784K X (y-H2AX) B A | H 3 g -3- 1
1% I & B (GAPDH) it i (#t 5 43 51l 24 ab238544 .
ab81299 . ah8245) , ¥ [E Abcam /A &) ; Western blot A
U5 cGAS LA | BUUR cGAS L& | STING Fi 4 . A U8
p-STING #ifA . FL p-STING $if& . TBK 141/ .p-TBK1
ok IRF-3 HUiAK | p-TRF-3 HLk (L5 5 5110 66546 |
31659, 13647, 50907, 72971, 38066, 5483, 4302,
29047), 3 H Cell Signaling Technology N BRI
I (HRP)FRic L 2Pt 4 (A5 :SA00001-2),
L = 8 A= ) AR A BN ) I G 8 W o BT
(ELISA) it 7 & A5 cGAMP . FLJE cGAMP (1t 543
1R J11293-B . J31034-B) , V1. 75 i 2 A W B AT BR
75 ) ELISA i 71 & R B T 96 % (IFN-8) | FUJA
IFN-B (4543 51k SU-B10026 ,.SU-B20334) , M 7
BHA A YR A BR A W 5 S Ak cGAS FTiA |
p-STING L& (57351128 TA7416 \PQA3430) , L ifF
LI R B 2B A BR 2 B 5 S e R R (L5
R510-22-10) , IR Fi IR A8 A= A BHEE e A FRZA WD

114 FEMHE —80 CHEBAKIR KA (5.
TSX40086FA ) , 35 [E Thermo Fisher Scientific 2> &) 3 8
H ARG ARG IR 48 (A543 5] Dy AC2-4S1-

TC.CLM-170B-8-CN) , # Jii 3 ESCO /A & ; fiff A X
(%5 : Synergy H1) , FE[E BioTek 22 F] ; ¢ )t i fHUBE
(W=, Axioscope 5), 188 [E] ZEISS /A 7] ; NanoDrop Tk
B A6 BT (B S . 840-317500) , 35 [E Thermo
Fisher Scientific 2> 7] 3 B ik /%% 54X . ChemiDoc MP Ji¥,
18 2 55 (K543 51 R 1658033 . 12003154 ) , 5 [ Bio-
Rad 23 ] 5 #8 75 B RN (L5 . WM-1000T) , [ I35k
BHEA R A

1.2 s

121 @ WM 255 5  Huh7 40
H1 Hepal-6 4 ML & A 10% JA2F M5 1% H 5 %
FBERE 2 1 DMEM 56 42 15 97 JL 55 3% ; THP-1 41 g
EH 10% BE 4 135 F119%B-%i i 2 B (1) RPMI-1640
SEA R SR 5 RAW264.7 0 M T & 10% R4+
M35 Y RPMI-1640 58 285 FR B8535 . WG ORAE 0 A0
PRI T 37 CRKIBTh B 055 , B0 IF LBR IR,
T MR T o8 R R A, B8 T 37 C AR5
5% CO,ZMF WA M35 FRFa 5 9% . U MU AE B 300
Y 7 15 A 80% B, T ¥4 PBS 2% b e vk ,
JEEE AL, 2 b TR IE 45 10 2 HE BB AR . B A Kok
S RUFB MR B E IR T 2L S5
W% .

122 whnd ORI 2B MR T
965 2 BRLYTS K I S 56 - Huh7 20 ffS A1 Hepal-6 21 il 4%
A3 R 31 4L, 4 BIA R R AL . BUF (102 nmol/L) 41 \BUF
(10" nmol/L) 4 \BUF(10°nmol/L)ZH .BUF (10" nmol/L)
ZH . BUF (10°nmol/L) 41 . BUF (10°nmol/L) 4 ; CBG
(102 nmol/L)4H .CBG(10 'nmol/L)2H .CBG(10°nmol/L)
ZH . CBG (10" nmol/L) ZH . CBG (10°nmol/L) 24 . CBG
(10°nmol/L.) #H ; BFTL (10%nmol/L) #H . BFTL
(10" nmol/L.) 41 . BFTL (10'nmol/L) 41 . BFTL
(10'nmol/L)41 .BFTL(10*nmol/L)4H \BFTL(10°nmol/L)
4 ; CBFL (10 ?nmol/L) 4 . CBFL (10" nmol/L) 41 .
CBFL (10°nmol/L.) ZH . CBFL (10'nmol/L.) 242 . CBFL
(10°nmol/L) 41 . CBFL (10°nmol/L) 41 ; RBFG
(10”nmol/L.) 41 . RBFG (10"'nmol/L) 41 . RBFG
(10°nmol/L) 41 . RBFG (10'nmol/L.) 41 . RBFG
(10’nmol/L) 21 . RBFG (10’ nmol/L) 4 . Q@i % (1)
F2 BEIE M B 43 X i 20 L DNA TRy 24 46 U 52 56
Huh7 41 B2 F1 Hepal-6 41045 43k 6 41, 43 ) S %) &
20 .BUF(10™" nmol/L)#H .CBG (10~ nmol/L) 41 .BFTL
(107" nmol/L.) #ZH . CBFL (107" nmol/L) 2 . RBFG
(107" nmol/L)2H . HEIEZR Y 322 3 1 il 4 ) g
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YA N cGAS-STING {5 538 % 45 I 55 55 : Huh7 2 ifd
Al Hepal-6 40 J1 4% 43k 5 41, 43 ) b %F B8 4\ BUF
(107" nmol/L) 20 . CBG (10" nmol/L) 41 . BFTL
(10" nmol/L)4H .CBFL(10™" nmol/L) 4 .
1.2.3 BMFEAR5 7 &
1.2.3.1  CCK-8 i 4 I 46 ffd 7% 77 Huh7 48 Jf A0
Hepal-6 401 LA 3 000 /L4EFD T 96 LAk, HIA[A]
He ¥ (0.102,10™,10°, 10", 10>, 10° nmol/L) f) BUF ,
CBG .BFTL.CBFL.RBFG 58 4 15 3% JL 1 3% 24 h,
H3MNEFL. A 10% CCK-8 W, BECIET 4 h,
fifi FH AR A 5E 450 nm 6T G (OD) . fifi
H GraphPad Prism #4355 2 4100 il v 1 (1C,,,) I
T8t 5.
1.23.2  H RS DNA W2 B RiCIR S AY 3
EHE IS B3N B e b A S e A L S . TR
10 wWLXFREZH BUF(10™" nmol/L)ZH .CBG(10™" nmol/L)
ZH \BFTL (107" nmol/L) 4 . CBFL (10™" nmol/L.) 41 .
RBFG (107" nmol/L) 41 %) i 92 4 A 2 % (10° 4~/mL)
TN E AR 2 R, 4 °C MR T aniE R
fi#% 30 min, B PK 48 5 30 min. T H#R3E H, T A DNA
Je i), IR WEE 15 min, {566 B B WL g
DNA #i R0, I FH PSR AFGE 1T 04T
1.2.3.3  RPEDOE (IF) 525K I y-H2AX £ 1%
ik HE R DNA 505 ) A (G B 6Tk ) i i
B 45 22 3% , Huh7 40 I8 1 Hepal-6 40 0 FH 4% %2 B H
Ji [ %2 30 min, 0.3% {1 $7 38 X (Triton X) -100 i 1k
15 min, 5% 2 1135 A Z FH (BSA) A1 1 h, y-H2AX $it
R (1:200)4 CHFF IER, —Pr(1:500)BEEHFE 1 h,
4", 6- Pk FE-2- I LN (DAPD) & Y4 4% 15 min. ¢
AR T AR
1.2.3.4  Western blot 3 56 K Il #H 5 85 11 2 3K 7K
6 FLAR H 1Y Huh7 40 L . Hepal-6 41 g\ THP-1 4l jfd
I RAW264.7 ML 5 F 1% , 11 PBS Uk 2 3 , JCE T 0K
b A RIPA 2 g 2 24 15 min, FH 20 H %10 T
B0, B0 E S AL I BCA R E /. B0 pl
HTE 10% 1)+ e LB R B (SDS) - 2R A s Tk e
BEERSHL K (PAGE) 30 min, FL R A 220 V5 75 JE 25 3 )
3 LM (PVDF) B 50 min, HLJE M 400 mA . 1L =F 0
TWAE R B A, ERE R LB 2 he 4350 8
v-H2AX Hi 4K cGAS Hi A | STING Hi & . p-STING $it
& TBK1 HLiAK . p-TBK1 HLK IRF-3 HL44  p-IRF-3 4T
A (1:1.000)4 CHEF i, % Tween 20 1Y Tris 2 i
R K (TBST) e 5 =4t (1:5 000) | E 1 he

ECLAb2= &R Wi fh 23 B LG R ge ksl B b
e IR PEAE

1.2.3.5 ELISA SZEG K cGAMP  IFN-B £ 1434 7K
SE Fi BEOELISA 3500 & 0 Ul B A5 25 B8 L 8 BUF .
CBG., BFTL, CBFL 4t P J5 A9 THP-1 40 Mg F1
RAW264.7 41 MUK TE , fdt HTE S R4 (T3 200 W,
A 3 s, [ G 10 s, B A 30 ¥ ) 24 240 M LA I
cGAMP 5 H 73 W 7K °F 5 W % BUF ., CBG . BFTL Al
CBFL b J5 THP-1 41 fitd Al RAW264.7 41 Jitd i _E 35
TR AR IFN-B 25 /0 W K- o W FREEAR S,
I BB 96 LA H, 37 CHEE 1 ho TEPE3 K
S5 MAJEY , 37 CHEE 15 min. kN5, d 1
FEBRLIN 450 nm Y6 R B9 OD {8, 25 i br i 2k, 118
HAEATH cGAMP IFN-B 19 % 2, 1758 1240 Hr o
1.3 s Ek

1.3.1 44 5:3%4# R Hepal-6 4l 5 , il & ¥
J&E R 5x10"AN/mL 1) B4R LR A, 5156 8l ) 46 5 U
JPR IS, E H T 2R 8 I R B T A R R
1X10°A™ [P 240 MRS v AL T . A5 56 4
K, BEVLK: sh #4385 4 (n=5) : BUF 41 .CBG 41 .
BFTLZ .CBFL ZH G HR2H (0.9% EAL AT o
1.3.2 F  FAshWh H RS BUF(1 mg/kg) |
CBG (1 mg/kg) .BFTL (1 mg/kg) . CBFL (1 mg/kg) 8§
0.9% FAALENIA W, ELE T 114 d, KA R0 %k
FERA o SR Z S, I s P IR IE SR i )5 % 4k
BE, 52 B U FIE K s L 20 A IR B e sk S
B, BE AL 18 B 3 i g 41 40 25 4% 22 5 VY TS 8 YA [
T, T SR R ARG e B 2 -80 "CHEAIN LA R
e

1.3.3 RlFEsRE F &

1.3.3.0 —REIEN 105/ BUIE B B ied 20 22 %) Jo
R AT S U K AR (L) FE AR (W),
IR IS IR AR (V=0.5xLxW?)

1.3.3.2 g 2 204k 2 (THC ) 52 59 £ I cGAS |
p-STING £ R IAK T FEAH 4% 2 5K H I )
[ 220, i A s D) R B B K AbBE 4T
JRENMEE )G, 5%BSA £ 1], cGAS P . p-STING it
A (1:200) 4 CHEHE K5, HRP FRic 9t (1:500)
FIRIFE A R LR W) o, e
ek o AR T OULER .

14 %t F & AMs5iz HSPSS 2505
GraphPad Prism 9 #F I REEAE 43 o X396 2 1
AVEZOR B SLvE AR &, R xes HEAT B0 AT
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TEAL IR F g v, RUREAS B9 28 1E S 4 56 J 18 FH o K
YO IEAT 22 S0 ; B 6 22 21 5 8508 FE 3 2 1 S &
7 22 FPE S U3 5 B R ANOV A #5780 512 it
I . T A (BB AGE 56 X4 R SN B e A =, 24
P<0.05 0, FlE 25 HA SRR .

2 #R

2.1 af b4 R

D00 WA E W B MK A B R
Huh7
ICs¢/(nmol/L)

17 L—\; o o BUF: 0.567 3

80 ™\ I\ = CBG: 0.6395
§ . 1 BFTL: 10.68
B i + CBFL: 12.19
2 401 . ) . ~+ RBFG: 94.05
g ——!

20 L

. 0 T T T T -
2ikE o 102 100 10° 100 102 10°
¢/Cnmol/L)

i 3 CCK-8 52 30 PAili AR WE 2R 110 32 B9 M il 70 X A
JF i 20 M Huh7 /)N BRUTF 98 40 L Hepal-6 B 1% 71 5%
Wi, 454K W, BUF.CBG BFTL,CBFL.RBFG g%
LA S AR 1) =400 o) A9 0 L3S 7, 1, 93 )
0.567 3 nmol/L. 0.639 5 nmol/L., 10.68 nmol/L, 12.19
nmol/L . 94.05 nmol/L. (Huh7) ; 0.489 3 nmol/L. 0.587
nmol/L., 5.858 nmol/L., 11.14 nmol/L., 77.26 nmol/L
(Hepal-6), WLI& 1.

Hepal-6
100+
S = B IC50/(nmol/L)
80 f\ e 5 e BUF: 04893
£ =% = CBG: 0.587
- S\ BFTL: 5.858
2 404 s * CBFL: 11.14
= — - RBFG: 77.26
20 |
1

( T T T T T
g o 102 10" 10° 100 102 10}
¢/Cnmol/L)

1 : Huh7 S A K 4K , Hepal-6 /N BRUMHE AR  1C, R AR B2, BUF S WERE R, CBG M RUETENG , BFTL A WETE T R , CBFL 42us

FHER,RBFC HIRIEERFELIE . n=3,%+s.

B1 FFERZ BUF .CBG.BFTL,CBFL.RBFG #t Huh7 #= Hepal-6 20 3% 54 7& /) 49 % v

2.1.2 He¥E R W F FE MK R 3 E 49 1 DNA
W 2L T A 2 T B P A3 X PR 4
N DNA 4 B VR, e OIS T 1C,, 741 5 (107 nmol/L)
) BUF .CBG .BFTL.CBFL .RBFG, 43 5| /E 1 T Huh7
Fl Hepal-6 4. 24 h 5, W H %€ 3550 65 4 I 4
Jil L35 W dsDNA Y 7KF- o 25 &3, 5 %0 B2 A1
It , BUF .CBG .BFTL.CBFL.RBFG fig % {1 1 Jit /2 21
Jitl BE i dsDNA, 22 5 A 48 11 2% 5 X (P<0.05, P<
0.001), WLIE 2. [RIFEES B S g6 45 Rl 7w, X RE A
WA B E R 4 24 41 v 48 A ) S5 = o R
CERRET FREARNE G IR M A RR A T R 4 i
N DNA W%, H BUF .CBG .BFTL . CBFL B4 i 1k
£ 5 (P<0.001), WLE 3A B,

2.1.3 R s F oy E EE MK o R I y-H2AX B %
ko ARPESEOEAI & B, 107" nmol/L Y BUF .CBG .
BFTL. CBFL f& % i 3 fi #F v -H2AX ) £ ik (P<
0.001), H. BUF FI/EH T , y-H2AX B9 ik ek, DLIE
4A . B, Western blot 18 i} 7~ , BUF. CBG. BFTL,
CBFL.RBFG R % 1 3 3% i o8 40 L PN y-H2AX 3R
KK (P<0.05, P<0.001) , WK 5A B, JX bk 3k
W, A0 22 1Y 32 24y, FF S J& BUF . CBG . BFTL,
CBFLBEUSA B2 y-H2AX K5 .

2.1.4 AEMEE W EEE MK oW A5 DNA BOE
E 4 40 8 W cGAS-STING 15 & 3 % I 1EIE R Y

Huh7 Hepal-6

L
wn
1

2,51

=)
o
1
*
*
*
¥
o
1

HHE e

wn
|

FEGFDNA SE it
{
AF BT DNA 52
=
1
{

n
1

o

wn
1

0- 0
é@a@é 0%0&\\» d&v QSSO c:&\)‘b& O@o%é\' &Q\» q‘.§0
1 - Huh7 2 AR AR , Hepal-6 /N BUFE 404K . CTRL A
XfHE L, BUF AUETE R, CBG AR IERERT , BFTL AW © R ,CBFL
AEMEEEE R RBFG MIRMERRECIL . 5 CTRL LLEL , #P<0.05, *+#P<
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